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i think that the united states and china
have a competitive relationship with

respect to the planet. i think that theres
an advantage to be had if the united

states wants to invest in the technology
and the innovation that we need, and

where the chinese have a comparative
advantage and a comparative advantage
in manufacturing. so, if youre working on
an approach that does not diminish either

of those advantages, i think its a pretty
obvious strategy that the united states
should work with the chinese, and china

should work with the united states. i think
it is important for the united states to be
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forthright in saying that we have a
problem that we have to get a solution to,
and that we are not going to accept that
china isnt doing what we want them to
do. its time for the united states to start
putting some pressure on china to solve
this problem, and i think that the united
states is going to have to find a way to

come to terms with the fact that it has to
do that. jackson ewing has written a

provocative op-ed for the hill. the title is
chinas foreign energy investments can

swing coal and climate future. the article
detail something that many americans

might find surprising that china is
investing heavily in coal around the

world, even going so far as to build the
coal sector from scratch in a variety of

developing countries. jackson writes that
coal plants are either being planned or

constructed in 14 countries that currently
have no coal power to speak of. plants

are also being planned for 19 other
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countries, and those new coal plants
would more than double each countries

existing coal fired capacity. jackson ewing
is with me today to discuss this.
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we have started to bring in the big oil
companies and the fossil fuel companies
into the conversation of climate change
because it is such a huge deal to the oil

companies. at the same time, the truth is,
you have to engage with the fossil fuel

companies in order to get the clean
energy companies to change their ways.
and those clean energy companies are

either going to change their ways or
theyll be bought by the fossil fuel

companies. our goal is to try to create a
momentum for change. i think youve

seen it in a lot of different places, but one
of the things weve learned over the last
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couple of years working with different
countries is that theres a kind of inertia to
change. theres a temptation to hold onto
the status quo, and theres a temptation

to not try to change things. but when you
find a way to engage governments, you

can change that inertia and change
peoples thinking and that makes it much
easier to get change, and thats what we

want to do with a lot of the different
countries in the region. in the u.s., i think

there is a growing frustration with the
lack of progress on addressing climate

change. theres a growing frustration with
the fact that you cant seem to get any
kind of economic growth without the

growth of the carbon economy. theres a
growing impatience with our leaders in
washington who seem to have lost that

ability to lead. and i think thats a big part
of the discontent thats growing in the u.
right now. its crucial to realize that these

are big, big, big countries with big, big
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problems. if you are looking at one of
these countries, if you are looking at one
of these countries, if you are looking at

one of these countries, you are looking at
a country that is going to have a big

problem with energy and its going to be
very difficult to help them move forward.

in the first instance, you have to
understand the problem. you have to

understand the scale of the problem that
they are going to have. thats a big, big
problem. and you have to look at it in a
way that is more than a specific project.
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